146                                              Paracelsus
"To Theophrastus, the highly expert doctor of Medicine,
Erasmus sends his greetings. Perhaps it is not out of place to
wish perpetual health of the soul to the doctor who heals our
bodily ailments. I am amazed to see how well you know me
to the marrow although you saw me only once. I know that
the riddles [in which you speak] are verily true, not from
any knowledge of medicine, which.art I never studied, but
from my sensations of the disease. In fact I did feel pain
in the liver although I could not guess the seat of the evil,
I could see the liver troubles in my urine for several years. As
for the third item in your diagnosis, I cannot understand it
but it seems likely to me. At present I have no time for a
cure, indeed I have no time either to be sick or to die, for I
am engaged in exacting studies. However, if you know some-
thing [besides dissolution of the body] that might give me
relief, please let me know it; and I wish you would explain
to me briefly that which you have alluded to and prescribe
a medicine for me. I cannot offer any compensation adequate
to your art, but I promise to bear gratitude toward you. You
have -brought back from hell Froben, who is my other half.
If you restore my health, too, you will give us back to each
other. Let Fortune retain you in Basle, and I hope you will
be able to read this hastily written letter." 2
A   POLITICAL   APPOINTMENT
Erasmus exercised a tempering influence on the Reformation
party in Basle. He hated intolerance and bigotry, and when
the Reformers proposed to suppress Catholic services, Erasmus
encouraged the aldermen to hold out for freedom of worship.
The ensuing struggle drew Paracelsus into local politics.
At the head of the Basle reformation was Oecolampadius
(Heusgen), a fighting preacher and  humanist,  a friend of